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IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Straight talking travel management from the inside out
A business travel consultancy set up to help companies make better decisions about suppliers, service providers, technology, policy and procedures was launched today. Bouda was founded by senior travel executives Simone Buckley and Clare Murphy, who believe their inside knowledge will provide valuable support to purchasers and travel managers.

The team of subject matter experts at Bouda provide a unique combination of industry experience from travel management companies, supply chain and technology providers. Buckley, director and co-founder of Bouda, said: “Companies have expressed a real need for independent, unbiased advice to help unravel the complex nature of the travel category.” Buckley established Bouda after recently standing down as managing director of Capita Business Travel, a division of the Capita Group Plc. 
Business partner Clare Murphy spent 12 years at travel technology firm Travelport and the last two years as commercial director at Capita Business Travel. She said: “We both feel that now is the right time to be setting up a business that helps companies save money and mitigate risk in their travel programme.” 

Bouda offers services in five areas: evaluation, sourcing, policy and process, implementation and outsourcing. Using their “Seven habits of a highly successful travel programme”, Bouda consultants have an efficient methodology of working across each area of the travel and expenses (T&E) category for clients. “Some companies need help with everything while others engage us on specific projects. Most importantly our services are beneficial to all companies whether small national businesses or large global organisations” said Buckley.
Bouda is able to provide insight for travel buyers into some hot topics such as pricing and remuneration mechanisms and supplier inventory accessibility. Murphy said: “We hope to bring clarity to areas that have, historically, been known for their smoke and mirrors.” 
In September this year a research paper from Oxford Economics concluded that every £1 invested in business travel produces £3.80 in profits. The researchers found that eliminating business travel could result in a 17% reduction in profits within a year. At a time of economic downturn, Bouda is well positioned to help companies make sure they have the right travel programme, therefore avoiding travel bans and maximising return on investment.
-ends-

For further information please contact:

Simone Buckley 07824 362578, 
Clare Murphy 07795 097405
simonebuckley@bouda.co.uk
claremurphy@bouda.co.uk
www.Bouda.co.uk

Notes to editors:

Biography, Clare Murphy - Director of T&E Technology Solutions

During a successful career in the travel industry Clare has built a strong reputation as an expert specialising in sourcing strategic technology solutions. She spent 12 years at Travelport as head of customer sales working with UK and global travel management companies to deliver leading edge technology for their corporate clients. 

More recently she held the position of commercial director at Capita Business Travel where she led the account management team as well as being responsible for strategic product development. Clare was a driving force behind the development and launch of Ooto, an innovative ecosystem [can you really say ecosystem? Sounds a bit strange to me] that delivers end-to-end online T&E management.

In addition to her technology and travel management company experience Clare has also held key roles in both tour operating and international airlines. 

Biography, Simone Buckley – Director of Travel Programme Optimisation

Simone has a wealth of experience in the business travel industry having held various roles over the last 18 years, in operations, account management, sales and marketing at travel management companies. She most recently held the position of managing director at Capita Business Travel where she was responsible for the strategy, sales and overall management of the company targeting both the public and private sector.

Having been appointed onto the executive board of the Guild of Travel Management Companies she chaired the surface transport working party and worked diligently with her peers on leading industry initiatives. 

Simone has both national and global experience previously holding senior positions at Carlson Wagonlit Travel, Rosenbluth International and HRG. 
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